
 A So Very Merry December Luncheon 

Check out more photos  on 
page 7.

Newsletter for AAUW St. George Branch, St. George, UT January 2022

Red Cliffs Notes

Once again, we were so very thankful to have the opportunity to meet in-person and celebrate the 
holiday season.  Marcia Burchstead so graciously has taken the lead role in our Santa for a Sister giving 
program.  The table was filled with donations from our membership including bags, items, and money.
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Hello to you all! It's that time of year when we 
prepare our Board Membership Slate for next year, 
even as we are immersed in the present year. I 
want to touch on the word "Leadership". What is it? 
One of my favorite quotes is, 

Leadership is an action, not a position.  
by Donald McGannon. 

We all have something to offer. I ask you to think 
about how you can join our Board. Our current 
needs include the following areas; 
Communications, Finance, Membership, Programs 
and President elect. You can learn more about 
these by contacting any of our current board 
members. I hope you will. 
Here is a thoughtful inspiration poem by Amanda 
Gorman; 

Life 

Life is not what is promised, 
But what is sought. 
These bones, not what is found, 
But what we've fought. 
Our truth, not what we said, 
But what we thought. 
Our lesson, all we have taken 
And all we have brought. 

I hope you have a wonderful holiday with family 
and friends, and I hope to see you at our January 
3rd luncheon. 

B. A. Secrist

If you are interested in reading 
past newsletters which have 
wonderful and informative 

pieces about our branch and 
membership, please visit our 

branch website!

The camp is June 6-9 this year 
and we will have 64 girls 
participating in a variety of STEM 
activities. I would love for any of 
our members with STEM 
backgrounds to consider sharing 
with me about developing new 
activities -we love to bring in new 
ideas. We also could use help 
with stuff behind the scenes. 
We’ll need help with checking 
campers in on the 6th and with 
making 1-2 Costco runs for 
breakfast supplies, and setting 
up and cleaning up after 
breakfast. Doing breakfast 
ourselves saves AAUW over a 
thousand dollars each year and 
it’s a great way for all of our 
members to get 
involved and meet 
the girls.  Eri

https://aauwstg.org/resources/


 

Our luncheons are held from    

      11:00am till 1:00pm at the 

Holiday Inn 
        1808 Crosby Way  

St. George, UT 

(Behind the Convention Center) 
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Please remember to wear your name tag 
to our AAUW events!  If you need to order 
one, you can do so via your membership 

portal of our Branch website.

   
Luncheon Dates: 

January 3, 2022 
In Person! 

Please check your email to 
register:  DEADLINE Dec. 28th! 

February 7, 2022 

March 7, 2022 

April 4, 2022 

May 2, 2022

For your safety at our luncheons, we are requesting 
that all members and guests be fully vaccinated.  If 

you have any questions, please reach out to us.

PLEASE make sure you RSVP through our website(including 
any guests) so that we can give an accurate count to the 

Holiday Inn.  Print your ticket (and any guest tickets) for the 
luncheon after you register.

https://aauwstg.org/contact/
https://aauwstg.org/member-portal/
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AAUW’s policy work connects and rallies advocates 
at the local, state, national, and global levels to 

empower women and girls. We use lobbying and 
grassroots efforts to push forward policies that 

break through educational and economic barriers 
for women. Learn more about our positions and 

advocacy work on major issues.  

Branch Officers & 
Committee Chairs  

2021-2022
ELECTED OFFICERS: 

President:      Exec. Committee: 
Shannon Anderson, Sandy Ghio, Jeris Johnson, B.A. Secrist 

President Elect:     VACANT 
Co-Secretary   Mikki Madden 
Co-Secretary   Vicki Jennings 
Co-VP Finance   Gayle Sorenson 
Co-VP Finance   Sandy Ghio 
Co-VP Membership  Kevin Rorie 
Co-VP Membership  Lois Diehl 
Co-VP Communications  Peggy Schneider 
Co-VP Communications  Cameron Carlson 
Co-VP Programs   Shannon Anderson 
Co-VP Programs   Mikki Madden 
Co-VP Resource Dev  Pat Dalpiaz 
Co-VP Resource Dev  Jeris Johnson 
Past President   B.A. Secrist 

APPOINTED COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 

STEM/eSMART   Erin O’Brien 
Mentors    Jane Blackwell 
Public Policy    VACANT 
Scholarship Cmt.   Kristin Williams 

AAUW MISSION 
STATEMENT 

To advance gender 
equality for women and 
girls through research, 

education, and 
advocacy.

We continue to seek out members 
who are interested in serving on our 

board as officers.  We realize that 
serving SOUNDS and perhaps FEELS 
overwhelming.  But please notice that 
we are an organization of “COs” and 
we work TOGETHER to provide for 

and support quality community 
organizations and people that directly 

line up with our mission.  It’s not 
HARD or overly TIME-CONSUMING to 
serve.  Please consider how YOU can 
serve OUR AAUW branch.  Simply ask 
and explore and we will be more than 

happy to help you!

https://www.aauw.org/act/policy-center/
https://www.aauw.org/act/policy-center/
https://www.aauw.org/act/policy-center/


BRANCH NOTES:
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Our branch has a new QR code 
which allows anyone access to 
our public branch website.  QR 
codes are just like barcodes at 
the grocery store.  They have 

embedded information, in this 
case our web address, and 

allow for quick and easy access.  
Use an APP that reads these 

codes, or hold your open 
camera over the code (where it 
reads it) and the website will 
pop up on your screen.  Tap it 
and you are at our wonderful 

Ann Foster Adele Park

Happy Birthday!
Thanks to the hard work of the Resource Development 
Committee, AAUW St George is again in full swing with our 
“Giving without Going 2.0” annual fundraising campaign.  
(We are encouraging our members to contribute to our 
great programs even before January 1, 2022 if they wish 
to take the tax credit for 2021.) We’ve been working on 
creating a fun video that will premiere during our Kickoff 
Campaign at the Jan. 3rd luncheon.  The committee 
believes we can reach a new watermark for another 
outstanding year of donations from just our members and 
achieve our $30,000 goal.  With our unified purpose to help 
those less fortunate, we can provide needed financial 
support to deserving students while improving the 
community at large.  Make your contribution count during 
the month of January and let your voices be heard again 
and again through all those who greatly need our help. 
Remember too - “The Giver Receives the Greater Gift.” 

Go to our new aauwstg.org website and click the “donate” 
button found in the top right corner on the first page and it 
will take you to the information page and the "donate now" 
button to complete your contribution. If you choose to 
contribute by check via the mail, send to: P.O. Box 790 St. 
George, Utah 84771

https://aauwstg.org
https://aauwstg.org/donation/
https://aauwstg.org/donation/


Book Club
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Feb. 15 - The Righteous Mind: Why Good People are Divided by Politics and Religion by 
      Johnathan Haidt 
Mar. 15 - The Silkworm by Robert Galbraith 
Apr. 19 - Where the Past Begins: A Writer’s Memoir by Amy Tan 
May 17 - Cloud Cuckoo Land by Anthony Doerr 

January 18: The Other Black Girl by Zakiya Dalila Harris
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Twenty-six-year-old editorial assistant Nella 
Rogers is tired of being the only Black 
employee at Wagner Books. Fed up with the 
isolation and micro-aggressions, she’s 
thrilled when Harlem-born and bred Hazel 
starts working in the cubicle beside hers. 
They’ve only just started comparing natural 
hair care regimens, though, when a string of 
uncomfortable events elevates Hazel to 
Office Darling, and Nella is left in the dust.

Then the notes begin to appear on Nella’s 
desk: LEAVE WAGNER. NOW.

It’s hard to believe Hazel is behind these 
hostile messages. But as Nella starts to 
spiral and obsess over the sinister forces at 
play, she soon realizes that there’s a lot 
more at stake than just her career.
(Synopsis courtesy of amazon.com)

BOOK SELECTIONS & DATES FOR 2022

Our Book Club has started back in full swing. We meet 
on the THIRD TUESDAY of each month at 10:30 am at 

various members’ homes.  To join, or for questions: Jeris 
Johnson, email found in our member directory.

“I do believe something very magical can 
happen when you read a good book.”  

J.K. Rowling

http://amazon.com
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To say the least, the atmosphere 
was very festive!  We had a 

wonderful hot lunch followed by 
some “Get to Know You” games 
led by Pat.  She had us moving  
around the room, talking and 
asking questions, all the while 
learning unique things about 

each other.  It was a wonderful 
way to meet new faces and 

reacquaint with familiar ones. As 
you can tell, smiles were the 

result of the day!

We had such fun with the raffle at our 
November luncheon that we continued it with 
our December luncheon!  We sold tickets ($1 

for one or six for $5) to benefit our 
scholarship fund.  Winners were able to select 
a package of homemade greeting cards or a 

handmade “Very Merry” image in frame for the 
holiday season.  We raised $229!  Thank you 
to all our membership and guests who took a 

chance.



8

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
Nina Barnes - Interests: Politics, community activism, and education 
Patty Dupre - Interests: Travel, movies and hiking 
Shirlayne Quayle - Interests: Cultivating women's influence through nonprofit 	
	 WIN, biking, travel and yoga 
Barbara Thorne - Interests: Quilting, reading and theater 
Dianne Aldrich - Student at DSU

We currently have 83 members as well as 10 students members for a total of 93 members in 
all.  Remember to share the great advantages of being an AAUW member with your friends 

and family.  The more the merrier!

Membership

Title:  Pika’aya Tooveep: Shivwits Women Act as Future Conservation Leaders 
Summary: The Pika’aya Tooveep (“Tortoise Land” in Shivwits) project was initiated as a way 
to engage and learn from the original caretakers of this area about the land, the species it 
supports, and our role in safeguarding it. Conserve Southwest Utah (CSU) established a 
partnership with the Shivwits Band of Paiutes, our local universities, Washington County’s 
Habitat Conservation Plan, and the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources to elevate Indigenous 
conservation perspectives in southwest Utah and offer rigorous internships for local college 
students. Join us on January 3rd to learn about CSU’s work to nurture the next generation of 
science and conservation leaders, and to hear from one of our Pika’aya Tooveep interns.  

January Luncheon Program

When you arrive at the Holiday Inn 
for our January luncheon, it’s 

easiest to use the first set of double 
doors to the right of the main 

entrance to the hotel. 

We will have our welcome table set 
up directly at those doors and our 
luncheon room(s) are right off this 

main corridor.

Shannon Anderson pointing the way towards 
the easiest entrance at our new venue!



ELLEN (SABIN) TADKEN 
July, 1935 to November 30, 2021   

AAUW Life)me and Legacy Circle Member
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We are so saddened by the passing of this wonderful lady.  Some of our more recent 
AAUW members might not have met Ellen, but to know her was a joy as her conversations 
were like a warm blanket being placed around you. With a soft, yet directed voice, she 
seriously supported our AAUW Branch and believed strongly that our organization could 
change women’s lives through education and guidance.  It was Ellen’s Mother who gave 
her the AAUW Lifetime membership to insure the AAUW principles were carried on by 
Ellen. Proof that it did; Ellen was a member of our Branch for over 28 years and also served 
as President. Her Legacy Circle membership reaffirmed her commitment to our cause over 
the years as well. She was named “Mrs. Kayenta” by her friends because she organized so 
many activities and personally welcomed so many to that community.   Several of our 
current members come from Ellen who encouraged them to join; so her legacy lives on.  
Through her kindness and foresight, she has instructed donations be  directed to our 
AAUW Branch in her memory to insure we continue to thrive.  Contributions on her behalf 
are welcome and our heartfelt thanks to Ellen who was a great example to us all. 
Due to the pandemic, Ellen’s family has cancelled a planned memorial service.  They didn’t 
want to risk anyone’s health for their own comfort.  They have been overwhelmed by the 
outpouring of love and support which has helped them through this personal loss. 


