
Hello Members!   

By now, we hope you are already aware of the decision by the Executive 
Committee to move forward and revert our September 13th and October 4th in-
person luncheons BACK to a ZOOM FORMAT. 

This decision was not made lightly, as we took the time to keep abreast of the 
current COVID numbers and our community status (High) as identified by the 
Southern Utah Dept. of Health.  Keeping in mind that any decisions made must 
have the health and welfare of our membership as its first priority. 

We realize that ZOOM may not be a “fun format” - nothing beats in-person 
socialization, especially as we have added new members and would like to put 
names and faces together.  However, we feel confident that when we eventually 
meet in-person we will have much to celebrate and can be grateful for healthy 
membership. 

We encourage you to try the ZOOM format for September 13th at 11:00 am if you 
have not already done so.  It’s an easy way to “attend” from the comfort and 
safety of your own home or work place, while still allowing you to participate in 
quality content.  It is nice to “see” each other on our screens. You can register on 
the Webinar page on our website. 

If you need help with the ZOOM app, please reach out to a Board Member (pg 4) 
who will be glad to help “walk you through” the process and how it all works. 

We hope to see you there. -Your Executive Committee
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Red Cliffs Notes

https://swuhealth.org
https://aauw-stgeorge.org/showcase-event/webinars/
https://zoom.us


Studying Jupiter, 
Space from 
Southern Utah 

Dr. Candice Hansen-Koharcheck studying images of Jupiter, 
St. George, Utah, July 2021 | Photo by Adele Park, St. 
George News
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ST. GEORGE — It’s possible to be part of a NASA space      
mission without being an astronaut or even a scientist. More     
remarkably, this can be done from the comfort of one’s home in Southern Utah.   
Ivins resident Dr. Candice Hansen-Koharcheck is inviting all interested parties to 
participate in the imaging project for the Juno spacecraft currently orbiting Jupiter. 

Long before Hansen-Koharcheck was studying Jupiter from her office in Southern Utah, 
she was in Pasadena, California working for the Jet Propulsion Lab, a subcontractor for 
NASA. One of Hansen-Koharcheck’s jobs was working on the Cassini Mission.  Cassini 
orbited Saturn for 13 years until NASA “spiraled it to its death” in 2017. Hansen-Koharcheck 
said Cassini returned tons of valuable data but was running out of fuel. 

When Hansen-Koharcheck started working as a subcontractor for NASA, there were very 
few women in the field. Through mentoring and volunteer efforts, Hansen-Koharcheck is 
aiming to change that. “I think it’s really important for young women to see women doing 
things like I do,” Hansen-Koharcheck said. “It creates a sense of possibility.” 

Each summer, Hansen-Koharcheck teaches at the e-Smart camp sponsored by the 
American Association of University Women. Held on the Dixie State University campus, girls 
going into the eighth grade stay in the dorms and attend classes taught by women in the 
fields of science, technology, engineering and mathematics. Hansen-Koharcheck 

teaches a class where students get to 
make a comet out of dry ice and water. 
“The girls love it, and it’s fun for me 
because their enthusiasm is contagious,” 
Hansen-Koharcheck said. 

Read the full article in the St. 
George News, pub. Aug. 7, 2021. 

Text (partial) and images from an article written by 
Adele Park (AAUW member) about Dr. Candice 
Hansen-Koharcheck (AAUW member) in the St. George 
News.

https://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2021/08/07/apk-studying-jupiter-space-from-southern-utah/#.YS0vZS2ca3c
https://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2021/08/07/apk-studying-jupiter-space-from-southern-utah/#.YS0vZS2ca3c


Luncheon      
Dates: 

September 13, 2021- by ZOOM 

October 4, 2021- by ZOOM 

We will make decisions 
on these dates as they 

get closer.
November 8, 2021 

December 6, 2021 

January 3, 2022 

February 7, 2022 

March 7, 2022 

April 4, 2022 
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When we do resume meeting 
in person PLEASE make sure 

you RSVP (including any 
guests) so that we can give an 

accurate count to the 
Marriott.

When we resume meeting again, our 
luncheons will be held from         
11:00am till 1:00pm at the 

Courtyard  
By 

Marriott 
        185 South 1470 East  

St. George, UT 

(Behind Target)

Please check our 
website for the 
most current 
updates. 

https://aauw-stgeorge.org/showcase-event/webinars/
https://aauw-stgeorge.org/showcase-event/webinars/
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AAUW’s policy work connects and rallies advocates at the 
local, state, national, and global levels to empower women 
and girls. We use lobbying and grassroots efforts to push 

forward policies that break through educational and 
economic barriers for women. Learn more about our 

positions and advocacy work on major issues.  

Branch Officers & 
Committee Chairs  

2021-2022
ELECTED OFFICERS: 

President:      Exec. Committee: 
Shannon Anderson, Sandy Ghio, Jeris Johnson, B.A. 
Secrist 

President Elect:     VACANT 
Co-Secretary   Mikki Madden 
Co-Secretary   Vicki Jennings 
Co-VP Finance   Gayle Sorenson 
Co-VP Finance   Sandy Ghio 
Co-VP Membership  Kevin Rorie 
Co-VP Membership  Lois Diehl 
Co-VP Communications  Peggy Schneider 
Co-VP Communications  Cameron Carlson 
Co-VP Programs   Shannon Anderson 
Co-VP Programs   VACANT 
Co-VP Resource Dev  Pat Dalpiaz 
Co-VP Resource Dev  Jeris Johnson 
Past President   B.A. Secrist 

APPOINTED COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 

STEM/eSMART   Erin O’Brien 
Mentors    Jane Blackwell 
Public Policy    VACANT 
Scholarship Cmt.   VACANT 

You should have received an 
email reminding you that it’s time 

to renew your St. George and 
National AAUW membership IF 
you are not a Lifetime Member. 

It’s as easy as going to our branch 
website and following the 

directions to complete your 
renewal!  

Important! 
If you have a change of address, phone 

number, or email, please remember to 
contact our communications team at 

communications@aauw-stgeorge.org or 
membership@aauw-stgeorge.org and let 

them know.  It ’s important to have current, 
reliable information in order to send the 
newsletter, reminders, and remain current. 

https://www.aauw.org/act/policy-center/
https://www.aauw.org/act/policy-center/
https://www.aauw.org/act/policy-center/
https://aauw-stgeorge.org/join-renew-membership/
https://aauw-stgeorge.org/join-renew-membership/
mailto:communications@aauw-stgeorge.org
mailto:membership@aauw-stgeorge.org


            
The Book Club selected their books 

for the coming year.  First up: 
Anxious People: A Novel by Fredrik 

Backman.  This first discussion group 
meeting will be held on Sept. 21st, 
2021 at the home of Jeris Johnson.  
Contact Jeris for more information. 
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Sandy Ghio   Barbara Nichols        
Tanya Mills

Susan Spivey   Marcia Burchstead      
Ali Threet

Marsha Besch   Linda Dunbar         
June Pace

BRANCH NOTES:

We will have our September 
Board Meeting via ZOOM as we 
continue to navigate COVID and 
our risks of meeting in person.  
Zoom meeting invitations will 
be sent out to board members 

prior to the meeting on 
September 8th(2-4pm).  Please 
reach out IF you do not receive 
your invite by September 7th.

For more in depth information about this 
program, and to register, please visit the 
YWCA.  This looks like it’s going to be a 
great resource for information about 
women in leadership roles in our 
communities and nation.

https://www.ywcautah.org/blog/event/women-building-a-stronger-utah/

