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Hello members! I hope all is well with you, your  
family, and friends.  

Each spring, the Executive Board slate for the 
following year is presented to all members in 
March for your review and vote. This slate was 
first presented at the March 1st program via 
Zoom.  

You will soon be receiving an email with the 
Board Slate.  We ask that you review it and 
respond back with your vote. The finalized 
slate will then be presented at the April 
Business Meeting. Per our Bylaws, since the 
President position is vacant for next year, the 
position will be filled by an Executive 
Committee of four Board members who also 
have assigned roles on the Board. The 
Committee members are as follows- Shannon Andersen, Marsha Besch, Sandy 
Ghio and B.A. Secrist.  

This Committee will be in place for one year as we recruit to fill the 2022-2023 
Board positions. Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions.   

Please find the Slate for the 2021- 2022 Board on page 2 of this newsletter.

Our President’s Corner:  Together We Triumph
By Branch President B. A. Secrist



"During the gold and silver rush years in the 
second half of the 19th century, a number of the 
most famous and successful miners were of Irish 
and Irish American birth....Over time this 
association of the Irish with mining fortunes led 
to the expression 'luck of the Irish.’           Source
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President- Vacant ( Executive Committee will cover for one year)  

President Elect- Jill Lander 

Co-VPs For Finance- Gayle Sorenson and Sandy Ghio 

Co-VPs For Communications- Cameron Carlson and Peggy Schneider  

Co-VPs For Membership- Lois Diehl and Kevin Rorie  

Co-VPs For Programs- Shannon Andersen and Marsha Besch  

Co-VPs For Resource Development- Pat Dalpiaz and  Vacancy 

Co-VPs for Secretary- Vicki Jennings and Mikki Madden 

Board Slate 
2021-2022

One of our Core Values in AAUW is FACT-BASED.  As an 
organization, we strive to present the facts of issues that are 
rooted in investigation, evidence, and resources.  When issues 
are put-forth by AAUW, they have passed rigorous standards 
for truth based on such.  

Luck of the Irish

https://www.irishcentral.com/roots/history/where-did-luck-of-the-irish-come-from
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A big thank you to all who helped us exceed our goal of raising $40,000 during our 
“Giving without Going” virtual Gala! The fundraising committee was a little nervous 
about putting a specific number to the goal thinking it might feel like we failed if we 
fell short.  After all, we had never held a virtual fundraiser before. 

As it turned out, we never should have doubted the generosity of our members, 
supporters, friends and sponsors! 

We especially want to acknowledge these businesses: Carpets Plus, Dixie State 
University, Jones Paint & Glass, and SunRiver Development, and encourage you to 
utilize their services when you can. Be sure to tell them you are doing so because of 
their contribution to the AAUW cause! 

Speaking of thanks, we want to acknowledge the fundraising committee members: 
Cameron Carlson, Computer Guru; Dana Naylor, Social Media; Jeris Johnson, Thank 
You’s; Kay Ackerman, Fund Raiser at Large; Sandy Ghio, Money Taker; Susan 
Spivey, quasi-Creative Director and Pat Dalpiaz, Chair. 

We had such a great time performing a wonderful service while providing a helping 
hand to others. 

We are so grateful for your generosity and support. Together we are improving the 
lives of women and girls in Southern Utah! 

Stay safe and hopefully we’ll see each other soon.

“Only by giving are you able 
to receive more than you 

already have.” 

-Jim Rohn



We are still seeking an interested 
individual for the position of Co-
VP of Resource Development. 

You can review the description 
for this position on the website by 
clicking here on Policies and 
Procedures. 

You may offer yourself as a 
candidate or nominate others. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 

Nan Bujold - Past President & 
Chair bujoldn@hotmail.com  

Angie Thoburn - Member 
angelathoburn@gmail.com  

Pam Wootten - Member 
ptwootten@gmail.com

ELECTED OFFICERS: 

President:      Exec. Committee 
      ( 1 year) 
President Elect:     Jill Lander 
Co-Secretary   Mikki Madden 
Co-Secretary   Jean Hemenway 
Co-VP Finance   Gayle Sorenson 
Co-VP Finance   Shandy Ghio 
Co-VP Membership  Kevin Rorie 
Co-VP Membership  Lois Diehl 
Co-VP Communications  Peggy Schneider 
Co-VP Communications  Cameron Carlson 
Co-VP Programs   Marsha Besch 
Co-VP Programs   Shannon Anderson 
Co-VP Resource Dev  Pat DalPiaz 
Co-VP Resource Dev.  VACANT
Past President   B.A. Secrist 

APPOINTED COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 

STEM/eSMART   Erin O’Brien 
Mentors    Jane Blackwell 
Public Policy  
  LAF/EOF, members  Kay Ackerman 
     Carol Nichols 
Scholarship Cmt.   Jill Lander 
     Angela Culley 

Irish legend states that an Irish farmer and his wife where pulling up carrots and 
found a leprechaun dangling from the last one.  Being allowed to ask for one wish, 
their greed was evident when they asked for everything they could think of.  The 
clever leprechaun, dismayed by their greed, told them that everything they wished 
for, plus a pot of gold, could be found at the end of a rainbow.  They spent the rest of 
their lives chasing rainbows.

Descriptions for officer and committee chairs duties can be found on our branch 
website at: https://aauw-stgeorge.org/about/
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Branch Officers & Committee Chairs  
Slate for 2021-2022

https://aauw-stgeorge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/AAUW-WEBSITE-5A-BRANCH-DOCUMENTS-POLICIES-AND-PROCEDURES-Rev-MAR-2020.pdf
https://aauw-stgeorge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/AAUW-WEBSITE-5A-BRANCH-DOCUMENTS-POLICIES-AND-PROCEDURES-Rev-MAR-2020.pdf
https://aauw-stgeorge.org/about/


            Book Club List for 20-21 

March 16 - The Night Watchman by 
Louise Erdrich  LED BY: Marsha Besch 

April 20 - Caste: The Origins of Our 
Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson 

 LED BY: Jeris Johnson 
May 18 - Paris in the Present Tense by 

Mark Helprin 
June 15 - Book of Lost Friends by Lisa 

Wingate 
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If you are a committee chair, or have an interest 
in submitting an article, letter, or interesting item 
for our newsletter, please send your submissions 

to communications@aauw-st.george.org

Important! 
If you have a change of address, phone 

number, or email, please remember to 
contact our communications team at 

communications@aauw-stgeorge.org or 
membership@aauw-stgeorge.org and let 

them know.  It ’s important to have current, 
reliable information in order to send the 
newsletter, reminders, and remain current. 

Jeris Johnson 

Carol Nichols 

Roberta Proctor 

Janice Quiel 

Kalyn Spotts

BRANCH NOTES:

Happy Birthday!

A special thank you to member Daphne Selbert for her informative and very 
interesting narrative about her time in the Middle East.  Daphne lived in Iran from 
1974 to 1979, and of course, saw and experienced much of the culture and 
politics of that country through that time period.  In fact, she and her young son 
were evacuated when the Ayatollah Khomeini took over the government.  Since 
then, great strides have taken place with women as Daphne spoke about in our 
February ZOOM meeting.  Please take an opportunity to visit our website to listen 
and watch her presentation and as well as previous monthly presentations. 

https://aauw-stgeorge.org/showcase-event/webinars/
mailto:communications@aauw-stgeorge.org
mailto:membership@aauw-stgeorge.org
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There were no new memberships in 
February.  However, please keep your 
eyes and ears opened for interest from 

neighbors and friends! 

Although we are still in a “lock-down” 
situation, please encourage new 

membership.  Eventually, we will all meet 
up again and seasoned members will feel 

like new members as well!

One of the best ways to stay in 
touch is to sign up for our ZOOM 

meetings and webinars.  Please check 
this out on our website:  

https://aauw-stgeorge.org

Do you have friends that are interested in 
AAUW membership, but do not hold a 
degree?  We encourage you to let them 
know this is not a requirement for our 
branch membership. The St George 
branch offers an Associate Membership 
which is open to those who support the 
mission of AAUW, but do not hold an 
associate degree or higher. We have 
several members with this classification.  
They are members of the St George 
branch, but do not have national 
membership. These members are 
innovative business leaders, and we value 
their contribution.  

The St George branch is inclusive and 
welcomes all that share our mission of 
equity for the women and girls of 
Southern Utah through advocacy, 
education, and research.    

On the National Level, AAUW membership 
will vote on an important proposal to 
amend the AAUW bylaws by eliminating 
the degree requirement as part of the 
criteria for membership. The National 
Board of Directors believes this is an 
essential step toward making AAUW a 
more diverse and inclusive organization, 
better aligned with its mission, values and 
the needs of women today.  This change 
is a critical step in bringing the bylaws and 
membership requirement in line with our 
mission of advancing equity for women 
and girls.  AAUW remains strongly 
committed to educational attainment for 
all women. However, given AAUW’s 
commitment to inclusion this 
amendment will enhance our ability to 
build the capacity needed to increase our 
impact as an organization. 

Lois Diehl 

https://aauw-stgeorge.org

