
 

Red Cliffs Notes 
Newsletter for AAUW St. George Branch, St. George, UT  Feb 2021

"The harder the conflict, the greater the triumph" 
                    - George Washington 

I want to thank our members for their diligence 
and passion during these trying and difficult 
times. Many thanks for your contributions to our 
"Giving Without Going” fundraiser which is up 
and running through February. Check the 
calendar on the website for our zoom webinars 
each month and enjoy our programs. Join our 
book club which is also listed on the calendar.  
The SWU health department at swuhealth.org/
covid is administering vaccines with 
appointments online opening weekly. You may 
go to the website for more information or call 
435-986-2549 for appointments as well. Please 
continue to follow safe guidelines with masks 
and social distancing even after vaccination. This will be necessary for your safety 
and safety of others as the vaccination process continues covering all age groups.  
Sending you my best wishes. Stay safe and well.

Our President’s Corner:  Together We Triumph
By Branch President B. A. Secrist

NONPARTISAN - One of our core values in AAUW is nonpartisan.  This is 
defined as: no biased or partisan; especially toward any political group.  
In the current volatile political climate, it can be very hard to remain 
open minded.  It can be especially hard to listen to differing points of 
view with an open mind.  During the month of “LOVE,” let us seek first 
to understand others through active, nonpartisan listening, while 
growing as individuals and as a branch.

http://swuhealth.org/covid
http://swuhealth.org/covid


FUNDRAISER HITS THREE  
QUARTER MARK! 

If you saw the vignettes or “mini movies” put together for our “Giving without 
Going” themed fundraiser, you will know that there were quite a few laughs 

among the seriousness of our fundraising efforts during a pandemic. 

We especially chuckled at Sandy Ghio’s salon experience (who knew she wasn’t 
a real blond; wink, wink) starring Sandy as the lead and Susan Spivey as 

supporting actress. Oh, and we surely cannot forget Cameron Carlson as the 
editor and IT support. 

  
 We wanted to also share our exciting news: “Giving Without Going” 

2021 Fundraising has hit $32,000  
(and climbing as of this publication) -  

reaching more than the three-quarter mark to our $40,000 goal!             
                                                      

The Fund Raising Committee is extending our donations into February to give 
potential donors an opportunity to still contribute.  No Gala this year, but we are 
making the best of it. We ask that you consider adding up all your expenses as if 

you were going to the Gala and contribute accordingly.  Please join us in 
continuing to support our wonderful programs and help be a part of making a 

difference to so many lives.  Dig deep and make your contribution as quickly as 
possible.  Our Fund Raising Committee has every confidence that together we 

will achieve our $40,000 financial goal. 

aauw-stgeorge.org/showcase-event/aauw-gala-2021/ 

Thank you… 

Fund Raising Committee 2021 
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Check your email for a 
sample letter to help 
you with your letter 

Our AAUW Board has voted to endorse Dixie’s name change and will send 
legislators a letter to that effect.  If you are interested in doing a personal 
email, which we have been requested to do if possible, here are some 
instructions.  Thank you for your help in reaching out to legislators.  

1. Write up your message. Refer to the attached letter the AAUW Board 
sent.  It can be as short or long as you would like, but a paragraph or two 
is just fine. If you would like information on the topic, you can visit 
www.dixie.edu/namechange 

2.  Send two emails: one for the senators and one for the representatives. 
Write "Dear Senator," on the one, and "Dear Representative," on the other. 
Copy all of the senators' emails and put them in the BCC line to send, and 
then copy all of the Representatives for another email and BCC all of 
them to send the other.  

3.  In the subject line, please make your intent clear. They may not read any 
further. So write something like, "Change the Dixie Name" or "Please Vote 
to CHANGE the Name Dixie" or "Dixie State University Must Change Its 
Name" or whatever you prefer. 

We will send a list of addresses for 
you to use when sending our your 
emails.  Please look for that list in 

your personal email.

http://www.dixie.edu/namechange


The Nominating Committee is 
NOW taking nominations for the 
coming 2021/22 AAUW year.  
Please contact us with questions 
about offices, or you can review 
descriptions on the website by 
clicking here on Policies and 
Procedures. 

You may offer yourself as a 
candidate or nominate others. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 

Nan Bujold - Past President & 
Chair bujoldn@hotmail.com  

Angie Thoburn - Member 
angelathoburn@gmail.com  

Pam Wootten - Member 
ptwootten@gmail.com

Branch Officers & Committee Chairs for 2020-2021

ELECTED OFFICERS: 

President:      B.A. Seacrist 
President Elect:    VACANT
Co-Secretary   Daphne Selbert 
Co-Secretary   Jean Hemenway 
Co-VP Finance   Gayle Sorenson 
Co-VP Finance   Shandy Ghio 
Co-VP Membership  Tina Harris 
Co-VP Membership  Lois Diehl 
Co-VP Communications  Peggy Schneider 
Co-VP Communications  Cameron Carlson 
Co-VP Programs   Marsha Besch 
Co-VP Programs   Shannon Anderson 
Co-VP Resource Dev.  VACANT
Co-VP Resource Dev.  VACANT
Board Advisor Emeritus  Angela Thoburn 
Past President   Nan Bujold 

APPOINTED COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 

STEM/eSMART   Erin O’Brien 
Mentors    Jane Blackwell 
Public Policy  
  LAF/EOF, members  Kay Ackerman 
     Carol Nichols 
Scholarship Cmt.   Jill Lander 

These officers and committee chairs can be found on our branch website at: https://
aauw-stgeorge.org/about/

We are in search of a President Elect for  2021! This is a vacant spot that must be filled so 
that we have an in-coming president after B.A.’s term is complete.  In addition, we will also 
need one for the 2021-2022 year.  Please review the job duties in our Branch By-Laws on page 
5.  We continue our need for 2 Resource Development persons.  You can find this job 
description in Branch by-Laws on page 6.
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STILL LOOKING FOR EAGER VOLUNTEERS 
FOR OPEN POSITIONS!

https://aauw-stgeorge.org/about/
https://aauw-stgeorge.org/about/
https://aauw-stgeorge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/AAUW-WEBSITE-5A-BRANCH-DOCUMENTS-POLICIES-AND-PROCEDURES-Rev-MAR-2020.pdf
https://aauw-stgeorge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/AAUW-WEBSITE-5A-BRANCH-DOCUMENTS-POLICIES-AND-PROCEDURES-Rev-MAR-2020.pdf
https://aauw-stgeorge.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/AAUW-WEBSITE-5A-BRANCH-DOCUMENTS-BYLAWS.pdf
https://aauw-stgeorge.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/AAUW-WEBSITE-5A-BRANCH-DOCUMENTS-BYLAWS.pdf


            Book Club List for 20-21 

Feb. 16 - American Dirt by Jeanine 
Cummins  LED BY: Louise Stevens 

March 16 - The Night Watchman by 
Louise Erdrich  LED BY: Marsha Besch 

April 20 - Caste: The Origins of Our 
Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson 

 LED BY: Jeris Johnson 
May 18 - Paris in the Present Tense by 

Mark Helprin 
June 15 - Book of Lost Friends by Lisa 

Wingate 
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If you are a committee chair, or have an interest 
in submitting an article, letter, or interesting item 
for our newsletter, please send your submissions 

to communications@aauw-st.george.org

Important! 
If you have a change of address, phone 

number, or email, please remember to 
contact our communications team at 

communications@aauw-stgeorge.org or 
membership@aauw-stgeorge.org and let 

them know.  It ’s important to have current, 
reliable information in order to send the 
newsletter, reminders, and remain current. 

Kay Ackerman 

Martha Heuer 

Mikki Madden 

B.A. Secrist 

Angela Thoburn 

Chreszena Wilson 

BRANCH NOTES:

Happy Birthday!

If you peruse the Special Collections Area of DSU, 
you will find the last three years of our branch 
minutes and photos.  We are currently taking steps 
to ensure that the minutes for 2020-2021 will be 
added as soon as possible, along with copies of 
our newsletter.  For more information, please 
contact the librarian in charge, Kathleen Broeder, at 
435-634-2087.

mailto:communications@aauw-stgeorge.org
mailto:membership@aauw-stgeorge.org
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Please welcome new member, Jill 
Stringham from Holladay, UT.  Jill is a 
friend of Pat D. and comes to the area 

often. 

Although we are still in a “lock-down” 
situation, please encourage new 

membership.  Eventually, we will all meet 
up again and seasoned members will feel 

like new members as well!

One of the best ways to stay in 
touch is to sign up for our ZOOM 

meetings and webinars.  Please check 
this out on our website:  

https://aauw-stgeorge.org

Do you have friends that are interested in 
AAUW membership, but do not hold a 
degree?  We encourage you to let them 
know this is not a requirement for our 
branch membership. The St George 
branch offers an Associate Membership 
which is open to those who support the 
mission of AAUW, but do not hold an 
associate degree or higher. We have 
several members with this classification.  
They are members of the St George 
branch, but do not have national 
membership. These members are 
innovative business leaders, and we value 
their contribution.  

The St George branch is inclusive and 
welcomes all that share our mission of 
equity for the women and girls of 
Southern Utah through advocacy, 
education, and research.    

On the National Level, AAUW membership 
will vote on an important proposal to 
amend the AAUW bylaws by eliminating 
the degree requirement as part of the 
criteria for membership. The National 
Board of Directors believes this is an 
essential step toward making AAUW a 
more diverse and inclusive organization, 
better aligned with its mission, values and 
the needs of women today.  This change 
is a critical step in bringing the bylaws and 
membership requirement in line with our 
mission of advancing equity for women 
and girls.  AAUW remains strongly 
committed to educational attainment for 
all women. However, given AAUW’s 
commitment to inclusion this 
amendment will enhance our ability to 
build the capacity needed to increase our 
impact as an organization. 

Lois Diehl 

https://aauw-stgeorge.org
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Erin O’Brien has a great personal AAUW branch fundraiser 
currently going strong.  YOU can order your own shirt that 
says:	 	 That’s “Dr. Kiddo” to you, Sir  tee-shirt!	 	 	  

There are 5 different shirt styles (including sleeve options), a 
variety of great colors, and sizes (XS-3XL) for everyone in 
your family!  They are a great price too! Erin has raised over 
$400 as this newsletter goes to press.  Support this fundraiser 
by visiting the site and purchasing your own Tee.	    
      

On Tuesday, February 9, 2021  at 12:00 p, 
AAUW members have the opportunity to 
see pieces from the new exhibit at the 
Utah Museum of Fine Art virtually on 
Zoom. We will view Black Refractions, 
Highlights from the Studio Museum in 
Harlem. Whitney Tassie, Curator at the 
UMFA will discuss pieces from 
this important exhibition. This is a 
beautiful show and very timely! 

Marti Weber will send out the Zoom link 
prior to the event. 

Thank you, 

Utah State Senator Kathleen A. Riebe (D) District 8,  
has introduced and co-sponsored (with Utah State 
Senator Kirk Cullimore (R), District 9) S.J.R. 8 
Joint Resolution Ratifying an Amendment to 
the United State Constitution.  Along with Utah 
House Representative Karen Kwan (D), District 
34 as Floor Sponsor, Senators Riebe and 
Cullimore are seeking a joint resolution to ratify the Equal Rights 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States.  There are no special clauses.  

Bill Text in Full

https://www.bonfire.com/dr-kiddo/?fbclid=IwAR28_cqJgYEx8D1wO3yGish_yoT-y5y9yRaokiCuArT-9x16wN6lXbVF1zE
https://le.utah.gov/~2021/bills/static/SJR008.html


Valentine’s Day is a great day to get together (via ZOOM) with your best gal 
pals and have a little “GAL-ENTINES DAY” (or PAL-ENTINES DAY) 

celebration.  Eat some chocolate, have something to sip,  and catch up with 
everything that you are currently missing because of the pandemic.  Just 

because we are far apart, doesn’t mean we can share what’s in our hearts for 
our best gals and pals.
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Scholarship Program 2021  

Getting to the Finish Line  

This is the year for a mighty change; do you feel it too?  

Who knows what this year will bring, but one thing is sure: Lending a helping hand with 
financial aid for women striving to better their future and become citizens who contribute in 
a meaningful way, is a high calling and worth supporting. We can all be proud of the 
accomplishments of these talented, driven women.  

The AAUW St. George scholarship applications process began on January 4, 2021 and we 
have received four to-date. Not many yet, but we expect more in February before the March 
4th deadline. Our mission to assist young women in achieving their educational goal is on-
going and has proven to provide a valuable resource for many in reaching the finish line! 
Success stories from prior recipients are on the AAUW St. George website, aauw-
stgeorge.org for those interested in hearing first-hand the heart-warming results of our much 
needed scholarships.  

Thank you for whatever you can contribute, time or treasure, to keep this program strong 
and moving forward. If you know of women or other groups in need, please let them know 
about this opportunity.  

Co-Chairs: Jillene Lander and Angela Culley

http://aauw-stgeorge.org
http://aauw-stgeorge.org

